We welcome the fifth edition of this well-known book, which still maintains its popular position in English-speaking 
only 16 years after is evidence of its popularity and of its keeping abreast of the times.
The book is thoroughly revised and enlarged, and runs to nearly a thousand pages. There is hardly anything omitted. It is written principally for the clinician and, as the authors have rightly observed, ' Clinicians would do well to remember that the laboratory should be their partner and not their master'.
The book has been divided into four parts. 
